
t u r e s y e a r a f t e r y e a r . The women 
th e m s e l v e s were f a r from u n i t e d . Em­
b r a c i n g and embraced by an immense 
v a r i e t y o f c a u s e s and g o a l s , t h e 
women's movement must have d e v o t e d 
enormous amounts o f energy t o c r e a t i n g 
n etworks and t r y i n g t o a n a l y s e t h e 
s o u r c e s o f women's d i s c o n t e n t . P e r ­
haps t h e r e was l i t t l e e nergy l e f t o v e r 
a f t e r t h e a n a l y s i s and debate and t h e 
o r g a n i z i n g were done. Cook and 
M i t c h i n s o n a l s o i m p l y t h e e x i s t e n c e o f 
an immense w e i g h t o f f e m i n i n e apathy 
about women's i s s u e s i n Canada. One 
i s i n c l i n e d t o l a b e l such commentary 
" b l a m i n g t h e v i c t i m , " b u t t h e r e i s no 
doubt t h a t i t c o n t a i n s a g r a i n o f 
t r u t h . Many women were t o o b usy s u r ­
v i v i n g t o r e s p o n d t o t h e t u r n o f t h e 
c e n t u r y women's movement b u t f o r many 
o t h e r s a measure o f upward m o b i l i t y 
o r m a t e r i a l improvement i n t h e i r l i v e s 
seems t o have p r o d u c e d a compl a c e n t 
m e n t a l i t y " t h a t l e d away from a c t i v e 
i n v o l v e m e n t i n any s o c i a l o r p o l i t i c a l 
c a u s e . Such a r e t h e h i d d e n a c t o r s who 
ne v e r appear on t h e pages o f documen­
t a r y s t u d i e s b u t whose i m p o r t a n c e h i s ­
t o r i a n s — a n d modern f e m i n i s t s — n e g l e c t 
a t t h e i r p e r i l . 
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Even i n t h e 1970s, t h e N a t i o n a l Coun­
c i l o f Women o f Canada c l a i m s t o 
speak f o r l a r g e numbers o f Canadian 
women. The c o u n c i l ' s c l a i m s have a 
h o l l o w r i n g t o d a y , b u t when t h e o r g a n ­
i z a t i o n was founded a t t h e t u r n o f t h e 
c e n t u r y i t d i d p r o v i d e a f o c a l p o i n t 
f o r a wide s p e c t r u m o f female a c t i v i t y , 
b o t h p r o g r e s s i v e and c o n s e r v a t i v e . 
The h i s t o r y o f t h e C o u n c i l ' s d e v e l o p ­
ment, f r o m i t s f o u n d i n g i n 1893 u n t i l 
t h e end o f t h e 1920s i s t h e s u b j e c t o f 
V e r o n i c a S t r o n g-Boag's book The P a r l i a ­
ment o f Women: The N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l 
o f Women o f Canada, 1893-1929. S t r o n g -
Boag has p r o v i d e d an i m p o r t a n t g u i d e 
t o t h e o r i g i n s and development o f an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t was c e n t r a l n o t o n l y 
t o t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f m i d d l e - c l a s s Can­
a d i a n women b u t a l s o t o t h e d e v e l o p ­
ment o f moderate s o c i a l r e f o r m i n 
Canada. 

I n h e r n a r r a t i v e a c c o u n t , S t r o n g - B o a g 
a t t e m p t s t o g i v e a j u s t and b a l a n c e d 
assessment o f t h e achiev e m e n t s o f t h e 
N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l by e m p h a s i z i n g t h e 
g e n u i n e , c o n c r e t e c o n t r i b u t i o n s i t 
made t o C a n a d i a n s o c i e t y . However, 
h e r o v e r a l l p i c t u r e s t r e s s e s t h e weak­
ness e s o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n . The h e i g h t 
o f t h e C o u n c i l ' s s t r e n g t h and i n ­
f l u e n c e o c c u r r e d i n t h e f i r s t few 



y e a r s a f t e r i t s f o u n d i n g . S i n c e W o r l d 
War I , i t has been i n a s t a t e o f de­
c l i n e , a d e c l i n e t h a t S t r o n g - B o a g e x­
p l a i n s by an a n a l y s i s o f t h e l i m i t a ­
t i o n s and weaknesses o f the o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n ' s i d e o l o g y . 

S t r o n g - B o a g p l a c e s t h e N a t i o n a l Coun­
c i l o f Women o f Canada i n t h e t r a ­
d i t i o n o f N o r t h A merican P r o g r e s s i v i s m 
and she r e i t e r a t e s an i n d i c t m e n t o f 
p r o g r e s s i v i s m t h a t has become p o p u l a r 
among b o t h American and Canadian h i s -
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torians during the l a s t few decades. 
Progressivism, according to t h i s i n ­
t e r p r e t a t i o n , was severely l i m i t e d by 
the middle-class o r i g i n s of i t s major 
p a r t i c i p a n t s : although these par­
t i c i p a n t s may have defined themselves 
as "progressive," they were, i n fact, 
i n t e l l i g e n t conservative reformers, 
working to bolster the e x i s t i n g econ­
omic system. 

Strong-Boag analyses the p o s i t i o n of 
the most i n t e r e s t i n g council members 
i n t h i s way. Moreover, she demon­
strates that the Council's work was 
further l i m i t e d by the views of those 
member organizations and i n d i v i d u a l s 
who defined themselves as conservative 
rather than as progressive. The 
Council's usefulness was also l i m i t e d 
by the narrow base from which i t drew 
both leadership and membership. The 
Ontario-based, middle-class, Anglo-
Saxon Protestant nature of i t s member­
ship was more important i n determining 
the positions i t held about Canadian 
s o c i a l reform than the fact that i t 
was an organization of women. As an 
organization of women, Strong-Boag 
demonstrates that the Council's p o l i c y 
was one that accepted the conventional 
V i c t o r i a n image of women. Although 
the organizations that made up the 
Council were designed to be active i n 
the public sphere, these public a c t i v ­
i t i e s were defined i n a way that did 
not challenge the bourgeois view that 
women's proper sphere was the private 
world of the family. Public a c t i v i t y 
was seen as an extension of the mater­

nal r o l e . Thus, the National Council 
of Women of Canada was non-feminist i n 
ideology, i n that i t i n no way advoca­
ted autonomy for women. To sum up, 
the Council emerges from Strong-Boag's 
account as the l a d i e s ' a u x i l i a r y of 
the c l a s s that c o n t r o l l e d Canada. 

The Parliament of Women i s useful and 
informative, providing the reader with 
an o u t l i n e of the h i s t o r y of the 
National Council of Women and also 
with an introduction to the h i s t o r y of 
the development of a middle-class 
style of l i f e f o r women i n Canada. 
However, the book does have some im­
portant weaknesses. These weaknesses 
stem i n part from the f a c t that the 
author has t r i e d to do too much. Her 
narrative covers such a lengthy period 
that we are offered only contours and 
are l e f t with a desire to know more at 
many c r u c i a l points. Her i n t e r p r e t a ­
t i o n of the ideology of the Council i s 
also not e n t i r e l y s a t i s f a c t o r y . While 
her explanations for the weaknesses of 
the Council are p l a u s i b l e , her i n t e r ­
pretation i s neither as well developed 
nor as o r i g i n a l as i t might have been. 
Although t h i s i s a work of greater 
scope, i t i s not nearly as polished or 
as i n c i s i v e as the author's excellent 
introduction to the University of 
Toronto's recent r e p r i n t of N e l l i e 
McClung's In Times Like These. Some 
of the weaknesses may be explained by 
the fact that the book as published i s 
Strong-Boag's Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n , 
printed with l i t t l e or no r e v i s i o n . 
Although we should be g r a t e f u l to the 



a u t h o r and t o t h e N a t i o n a l Museum o f 
Man f o r p r o v i d i n g us w i t h a u s e f u l 
book, b o t h a u t h o r and p u b l i s h e r w o u l d 
have been w e l l a d v i s e d t o have d e l a y e d 
p u b l i c a t i o n w h i l e t h e a u t h o r worked on 
some r e v i s i o n s t o h e r m a n u s c r i p t . 
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The e p i g r a p h w h i c h i n t r o d u c e s A Har­
v e s t Y e t t o Reap q u o t e s N e l l i e 
McClung, who vowed t h a t she "would 
w r i t e i t from t h e i r s i d e o f t h e 
f e n c e . " L i k e t h e f o u r a u t h o r s o f t h e 
book, she was i n d i g n a n t t h a t common 
l i v e s r e m a i n e d u n r e c o r d e d , deemed i n ­
s i g n i f i c a n t . Women's e x p e r i e n c e s , 
g a t h e r e d from t h e w r i t i n g s o f the 
e l i t e and n o n - e l i t e who l i v e d them and 
th e men who o b s e r v e d them, a r e l i n k e d 
by Candace Savage's i n t r o d u c t i o n s t o 
each o f t h e volume's seven c h a p t e r s . 
The q u o t a t i o n s from p r i m a r y s o u r c e s 
and t h e r e p r o d u c t i o n s o f ph o t o g r a p h s 
form a h i s t o r y o f w h i t e women i n t h e 
p r a i r i e p r o v i n c e s — " a c o l l e c t i v e h i s ­
t o r y from t h e t a n g l e o f i n d i v i d u a l 
e x p e r i e n c e s - " A H a r v e s t Y e t t o Reap i s 
a l s o a s e a r c h by i t s a u t h o r s f o r c o n ­
temporary women's p l a c e i n a c o n t i n ­
uum. They sought f o r e m o t h e r s , a h i s ­

t o r y o f t h e i r own, i n women whom t h e y 
b e l i e v e d w e r e n o t m e r e l y a s s i s t a n t s o f 
men engaged i n " r e a l l i f e , " t h e y found 
s p i r i t u a l r e s o u r c e s i n t h e d e t a i l s o f 
r u r a l women's l i f e c y c l e s and p e r s o n a l 
e x p e r i e n c e s . E x p e c t i n g q u a i n t n e s s , 
t h e y found h e r o i n e s i n s e e m i n g l y un­
l i k e l y p l a c e s , among t h e p e o p l e who do 
th e work o f t h e w o r l d . 

We began t o r e a l i z e how p o w e r f u l 
o u r image o f t h e p a s t had been i n 
l i m i t i n g o u r sense o f o u r own 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s . There i s s t r e n g t h 
i n t h e knowledge t h a t among o u r 
fo r e m o t h e r s were women who con­
f r o n t e d t h e i r p a i n and f r u s t r a ­
t i o n w i t h s i n c e r i t y and i n t e l l i ­
gence, j u s t as we t r y t o meet o u r 
own. As p r a i r i e women, we a r e 
p a r t o f a t r a d i t i o n , r o o t e d i n 
t h e p a s t . (p.9) 

The f i r s t s e c t i o n , "Moving West," 
d e s c r i b e s t h e h a r s h c o n d i t i o n s under 
w h i c h m i g r a t i n g women had t o work. 
Sought b y men l i k e C l i f f o r d S i f t o n , 
who demanded q u a l i t y i n t h e shape o f 
s t o u t w i v e s w i t h s i x c h i l d r e n , by mar­
r i a g e a g e n c i e s o f f e r i n g a p r o s p e c t 
b e t t e r t h a n " l i v i n g and d y i n g as o l d 
maids," by b a c h e l o r s d e s p e r a t e f o r 
company, f o o d and an e x t r a p a i r o f 
hands, t h e y came. They were d e c e i v e d : 
p r o m i s e d p r o s p e r i t y , t h e p r a i r i e a t e 
them i n s t e a d . Homes were sodden h u t s , 
f a i l u r e s f r e q u e n t , l a r d e r s meager. 
N o n e t h e l e s s , t h i s e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s 
t h a t some o f t h e women f e l t t h a t t h e y 
were f u l f i l l i n g a s p e c i a l d e s t i n y , 


