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After he leaves,
flames darting from his mouth,
the long wing lifted free,
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her bruised flesh throbs.
She thinks of penny-royal,
or shepherd’s purse,
abortants,

or the child will grow,
she thinks,

now frozen in my bone,
will grow,

needing lies of love
and marriage,

she thinks,

until she hears a heartbeat
split the cracking shell
shatter her thoughts

of dark night, blood heat,

continuous birthing
through her thighs

and of the long, drooping wing.
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