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I f , as Burwel1 m a i n t a i n s , the Hyde and 
Rosenberg book, i s a c t u a l l y about " t h e 
female e x p e r i e n c e . . . her needs and 
m o t i v e s , her d e s i r e s and f r u s t r a t i o n s , 
her e x p e r i e n c e s o f her body and her 
s e x u a l i t y . . . " i t must seem v e r y 
s t r a n g e t h a t i t was reviewed f o r 
A t l a n t i s by a male r e v i e w e r . Of course, 
i t would then seem e q u a l l y s t r a n g e t h a t 
one o f t h e book's a u t h o r s i s a male 
(Benjamin Rosenberg). At any r a t e , 
Burwel1 s u g g e s t s the book i s b e t t e r 
than i t s c o m p e t i t o r s f o r use i n t h e 
a p p r o p r i a t e c o l l e g e c o u r s e s and I a c ­
cept the v e r d i c t . Many t e x t s can be 
u s e f u l where a knowledgeable i n s t r u c t o r 
i s on hand t o f i l l i n gaps and t o c o r ­
r e c t q u e s t i o n a b l e s t a t e m e n t s . I m y s e l f 
use some r a t h e r odd books w i t h j u s t 
t h a t i n mind. 

I p r o t e s t a g a i n s t the charge t h a t I 
wanted E l i z a b e t h B r e w s t e r t o be l i k e 
L ayton o r any o f the o t h e r poets men­
t i o n e d a t the b e g i n n i n g o f my a r t i c l e . 
I was merely t r y i n g t o e x p l a i n why i t 
might be t h a t B r e w s t e r i s l e s s w e l l -
known though as good a poet. She i s 
angry a t b e i n g c a l l e d modest once 
a g a i n but s u r e l y the q u o t a t i o n s sup­
p o r t e d my s t a t e m e n t . That the v o i c e 
i n the poems was not n e c e s s a r i l y always 
t h a t o f the a u t h o r h e r s e l f I t r i e d t o 
i n d i c a t e but the " I , " who e v e r i t may 
be, i s someone one can s y m p a t h i z e w i t h 
o r not depending on what i s s t a t e d . I 
s i m p l y f i n d the tone o f s e l f - d e p r e c i a ­
t i o n o f the " I " not t o my t a s t e . I t 
seems t o me to d e t r a c t from much t h a t 

As f o r my remark t h a t 
i s " a - p o l i t i c a l , " I t h i n k her 
i n her l e t t e r t e s t i f y t o the 
t h a t . My main hope i s t h a t 

my r e v i e w and her i n t e r e s t i n g and i n ­
f o r m a t i v e r e p l y w i l l l e a d more p e o p l e 
to her p o e t r y . 

i s good. 
B r e w s t e r 
commen t s 
t r u t h o f 


