
f l a g s and uniforms/discoloured/war 
p o s t e r s " or in "The Seige of Troy" 
(70) where Troy, World War II and 
the Napoleonic Wars are a l l seen i n 
r e l a t i o n to the everyday events that 
continue in s p i t e of the horrors of 
war. That's about i t . The f i r s t 
poem in In Search of Eros i s e n t i t l e d 
"For P.K.P.," P.K. Page, and i r o n i c a l l y 
much of Page's poetry has shown her 
very c l o s e involvement i n contemporary 
s o c i a l a f f a i r s . In her acknowledge­
ments to Sunrise North Brewster 
e s p e c i a l l y thanks Margaret Atwood 
and Dorothy Livesay, again two poets 
who have c o n s i s t e n t l y expressed t h e i r 
views on n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l a f f a i r s in t h e i r 
poetry. Perhaps i f one i s s o c i a l i z e d 
in youth to be a p o l i t i c a l i t i s d i f ­
f i c u l t in maturity to change that 
f a c t . One hopes, however, that having 
explored her own personal world, 
E l i z a b e t h Brewster can begin to look 
abroad. In " L i l l o o e t " she claims to 
be "unable to proceed beyond the per­
s o n a l . " But that was w r i t t e n a long 
time ago. 
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Against our Will: Men, Women and 
Rape Susan Brownmiller. New York: 
Simon and Schuster, 1975- Pp. 472. 

Susan Brownmi1ler's book Against Our 
Wi11 i s an important and long overdue 
study of rape. This work i s much more 
than a piece of d e s c r i p t i v e j o u r n a l i s m ; 
i t i s an exhaustive study in which the 
author's a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r h i s t o r y and 
her a t t e n t i o n to d e t a i l r e s u l t in a 
penetrating and thorough r e - e v a l u a t i o n 
of the whole issue of rape. 

Brownmi1ler's extensive research i n t o 
the c o n d i t i o n s and f a c t s about r a p e -
i t s v i c t i m s and i t s p e r p e t r a t o r s -
exposes the r e a l i t y of the s i t u a t i o n 
and challenges the long-standing 
f a u l t y assumptions which predominate 
the t o p i c i n our thoroughly s e x i s t so­
c i e t y . However, t h i s important con­
t r i b u t i o n is only h a l f of the task the 
author sets out f o r h e r s e l f . By exam­
ini n g the p e c u l i a r dual nature of rape; 
i . e . , that i t i s at one and the same 
time a crime against property (pos­
session of a woman) and a crime of 
a s s a u l t , Brownmiller searches f o r the 
underlying s o c i e t a l values and a t t i ­
tudes towards women which are manifes­
ted in such a crime. The idea of woman 
as property rather than person and the 
equation of rape with v i o l e n c e and 
degradation rather than e r o t i c i s m are 
themes which Brownmiller analyzes h i s ­
t o r i c a l l y , in her attempt to explore 
the meaning of rape in contemporary 
North American s o c i e t y . 



The book could be div i d e d into four 
sec t i o n s according to Brownmi11er's 
a n a l y s i s of the issue. Chapters one 
and two present the author's b a s i c 
t h e o r e t i c a l statement plus a b r i e f con­
s i d e r a t i o n of the Judeo-Christian t r a ­
d i t i o n in which rape came to be viewed 
as a crime. In t h i s s e c t i o n the con­
cept of woman as property is f u l l y ex­
plored. Chapters three through f i v e 
form the second s e c t i o n in which the 
author presents us with a h i s t o r y of 
rape under s p e c i f i c c o n d i t i o n s of i n ­
tense s o c i a l c o n f l i c t . Chapter three 
deals with the long a s s o c i a t i o n of rape 
and war and the underlying assumption 
that women are part of the s p o i l s 
accrued to the v i c t o r s . In chapter 
four the author discusses rape under 
the circumstances of r i o t s , pogroms 
and r e v o l u t i o n s w h i l e in chapter f i v e 
she looks at the a s s o c i a t i o n of rape 
and v i o l e n c e in America's treatment 
of Indians and s l a v e s . In t h i s s e c t i o n 
the dominant theme is the a s s o c i a t i o n 
of v i o l e n c e and degradation with rape. 
Here, again, the idea of woman as 
property i s c l e a r l y a part of rape i n 
times of c o n f l i c t , f o r the symbolic 
s i g n i f i c a n c e of rape i n war is the 
v i o l a t i o n of the defeated. Women can 
only be cast in t h i s symbolic r o l e i f 
they are viewed not as i n d i v i d u a l s but 
as the property of the defeated. 

Chapters s i x , seven and eight comprise 
what could be considered the t h i r d 
s e c t i o n of the book. It is in these 
chapters that Brownmi11er attacks head-

on the pl e t h o r a of f a u l t y assumptions 
which have too long passed as f a c t s 
about rape. The idea of the r a p i s t as 
a p i t i f u l sexual psychopath, the 
notion of males' overwhelming sexual 
d r i v e , the conception of the v i c t i m 
as the unconscious temptress--these and 
many other such assumptions are traced 
to the s e x i s t b i a s which e x i s t s i n our 
s o c i e t y and are thoroughly destroyed 
in the l i g h t of real research and doc­
umentation . 

Chapter s i x i s the data s e c t i o n of 
Brownmi1ler's book. It i s in t h i s 
chapter that she o u t l i n e s the r e a l i t y 
of rape i n contemporary North America. 
In t h i s chapter we are presented with 
a s e r i e s of dreadful but demystifying 
f a c t s about the nature of rape under 
supposedly normal s o c i e t a l c o n d i t i o n s . 
In chapter seven Brownmi1ler gives a 
scat h i n g a n a l y s i s of i n t e r r a c i a l rape, 
exposing the d i s t o r t i o n s and miscon­
ceptions which r e s u l t when the issue of 
racism i s superimposed upon sexism. 
The author i s a l s o concerned w i t h other 
s p e c i a l circumstances in which rape 
occurs in our s o c i e t y . In chapter 
eight she looks at the. occurrence of 
rape in i n s t i t u t i o n a l s e t t i n g s where 
power and a u t h o r i t y serve to pro t e c t 
the r a p i s t ; she s i n g l e s out pr i s o n rape, 
p o l i c e rape and c h i l d abuse as examples 
of such cases. 

Having thoroughly described and de­
m y s t i f i e d the nature of rape in our 
s o c i e t y , Brownmi1ler sets out to 



analyze the f a c t o r s which account f o r 
i t s frequent occurrence, lack of ser ­
ious treatment and o f t e n i t s g l o r i f i ­
c a t i o n . Her research c l e a r l y i n d i ­
cates that an understanding of rape 
i s not to be found in the study of a 
few s i c k i n d i v i d u a l s but rather the 
answers l i e in a study of the perva­
s i v e s e x i s t ideology of our s o c i e t y . 
It i s the beginning of such a study 
which c o n s t i t u t e s the l a s t four 
chapters of her book. 

The f a c t that rape seldom receives 
s e r i o u s le g a l r e c o g n i t i o n i s o n l y , i t 
seems, the t i p of the iceberg. 
Brownmiller documents a v a r i e t y of 
c u l t u r a l themes which reduce women to 
the s t a t u s of property and reveals a 
f r i g h t e n i n g undercurrent of misogyny. 
Her a n a l y s i s of the "myth of the 
he r o i c r a p i s t " i s most r e v e a l i n g . The 
author points out numerous i n c i d e n t s 
in which rape cases are popularized 
through books, movies, even songs. 
There seems to be a rather eager market 
f o r s t o r i e s of Jack the Ripper or the 
Boston Strang 1 er (al though cases of 
homosexual rape-murders are seldom i f 
ever p o p u l a r i z e d ) . How can we e x p l a i n 
t h i s demand f o r t a l e s of rape and 
sexual abuse; f u r t h e r , how can we 
understand the r o m a n t i c i z a t i o n of 
f i g u r e s l i k e the Boston S t r a n g l e r ( i n 
the R o l l i n g Stones record "Midnight 
Rambler") unless we accept two ba s i c 
f a c t s about the nature of sexism in our 
s o c i e t y . F i r s t , that in a male dom­
inant s o c i e t y the only d e f i n i t i o n of 

s e x u a l i t y that e x i s t s f o r both males 
and females is a male d e f i n i t i o n and, 
secondly, that in our p a r t i c u l a r c u l ­
ture the e x i s t i n g d e f i n i t i o n of sex­
u a l i t y i s h e a v i l y influenced by 
dominance-submission themes f r e q u e n t l y 
leading to s e l f (male) aggrandizement 
through object (female) degradation. 

Brownmiller points out that pornography 
and many current f i l m s abound with 
themes of dominance and s u b m i s s i o n -
rape being one of the more popular 
cases. Again, however, the emphasis 
is upon men raping women; the case of 
homosexual rape i s very rare. In the 
usual case, i . e . , man raping woman, the 
inc i d e n t i s u s u a l l y j u s t i f i e d (she 
asked f o r i t ) and o f t e n e r o t i c i z e d and 
romanticized. Thus, the reader/viewer 
is encouraged to i d e n t i f y with the 

r a p i s t , h i s needs and motives. In the 
unusual case of a man raping another 
man (as found in the recent f i l m 
D e l i v e r a n c e ) , the incident i s portrayed 
as the degrading, b r u t a l i z i n g exper­
ience i t is with the reader/viewer 
being put in the p o s i t i o n of i d e n t i ­
f y i n g with the v i c t i m rather than the 
r a p i s t . 

The myth of the heroic r a p i s t i s 
standard f a r e in pornography and 
Brownmiller is u n r e l e n t i n g in her 
at t a c k on the perpetuation of such an 
ideology. She brushes aside l i b e r a l 
defenders of pornography, claiming 
that pornography is nothing other than 
anti-woman hate l i t e r a t u r e which 
g l o r i f i e s sexual abuse and is as un-



deserving of defense as is the hate 
l i t e r a t u r e cranked out by a n t i -
semites or the Klu Klux Klan. 

The author a l s o views the problem of 
p r o s t i t u t i o n as a c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r 
to the o b j e c t i f i c a t ion and degradation 
of women in our s o c i e t y . She sta t e s 
that p r o s t i t u t i o n responds to and 
serves to perpetuate an ideology in 
which women appear as commodities to 
which men have r i g h t of access accord­
ing to t h e i r wealth, p r e s t i g e or might. 
As Brownmi1ler points out i t i s not a 
long step from the discovery that you 
can buy sex from a woman to the d i s ­
covery that you can have sex from a 
woman through f o r c e or i n t i m i d a t i o n . 

Having analyzed c r i t i c a l elements in 
male sexual psychology, which are re­
f l e c t e d in pornography and popular c u l ­
t u r e , Brownmi1ler looks at the e f f e c t 
of male-defined s e x u a l i t y upon female 
sexual psychology. One of the most 
devastating e f f e c t s is the equation of 
beauty and d e s i r a b i l i t y with v u l n e r ­
a b i l i t y and v i c t i m i z a t i o n . The author 
maintains that we can understand the 
ambivalent, o f t e n s e x i s t a t t i t u d e s 
women have toward the issue of rape by 
understanding the extent to which t h i s 
equation has been i n t e r n a l i z e d . Fur­
thermore, we can understand the i n ­
e v i t a b l e p s y c h o l o g i c a l advantage the 
r a p i s t has in the ensuing s t r u g g l e i f 
women have already been s o c i a l i z e d to 
b e l i e v e they are the v i c t i m s . 
Brownmi H e r sees the motivating f o r c e 
behind rape not in p a r t i c u l a r legal 

codes or enforcement procedures ( a l ­
though they are man i f e s t a t i o n s of the 
problem), but rather in the sexism of 
our s o c i e t y . Thus her study, though 
s p e c i f i c a l l y d i r e c t e d at the issue of 
rape, goes beyond that issue in order 
to l o c a t e the underlying causes in 
male and female sexual psychology. 

It i s obvious that I s t r o n g l y recom­
mend t h i s book as an important con­
t r i b u t i o n to women's l i t e r a t u r e , to 
criminology and to s o c i o l o g y in general. 
However, I am i n c l i n e d to advise the 
reader to s t a r t reading on page 16 
rath e r than a t the beginning. The only 
complaint I have with t h i s book is the 
f i r s t chapter where the author indulges 
in s u p e r f i c i a l s p e c u l a t i o n s regarding 
the primal o r i g i n s of rape. The im­
p l i c a t i o n s of her musings are nothing 
short of b i o l o g i c a l determinism (have 
penis, w i l l rape), and are unworthy of 
the tenor and a n a l y s i s of the rest of 
her book. Thus I would advise the 
reader not to be discouraged by the 
f i r s t chapter as i t i s no i n d i c a t i o n 
of the q u a l i t y of the study which 
fo11ows. 
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