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Women's Culture 

W i t h i n the patriarchal context, women have 
always related to each other through largely 
non-official structures including extended kin­
ship networks and communal support systems 
at times of life change, including childbirth, 
marriage, divorce, economic crises and death. 
Tradi t ional social groups such as quil t ing bees 
and sewing circles extended this contact 
throughout a larger community. Whi le women 
worked together, they also talked and ex­
changed information. They kept journals, 
diaries and wrote letters to each other. They 
made art and artifacts, sometimes for the wider 
public, often for themselves, their families and 
friends. Some groups, such as Acadian 
women, transmitted traditional knowledge 
through music and story-telling. Women ' s 
societies, clubs and institutes constitute a more 
formal organization for these activities. 

The relationship between women's groups, 
organizations and activities in the past and in 
the present may help us to understand our own 
experience better. W e may discover that the 
segregation of certain female activities has 
served as an important means of cultural 

preservation and transmission of values. W e 
may find aspects of this invisible culture cross 
age, class, racial and ethnic lines without 
necessarily violating the distinctive features of 
each. As researchers in the area, we think that 
new research methodologies are necessary in 
order to deal with material which is often in ­
formal and covert and where the means of 
discourse is frequently oral and experiential. 

We are calling for participation by 
professionals, scholars, artists, writers and 
people with a special, albeit informal, 
knowledge of women's culture. 

A l l inquiries should also be directed to: 
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Institut Canadiende Recherche pour rAvancement de la Femme 
Conference Annuelle 

du 13 au 15 Novembre 1981 
Halifax (N-E) 

La Femme et La Culture 

Dans la societe patriarcale, les femmes ont 
presque toujours discute entre elles des 
questions importantes de leur vie, a savoir la 
naissance, le mariage, le divorce, les difficultes 
financieres et la mort, soit avec des membres 
de leur parente, soit dans le cadre de ren­
contres informelles a des fins d'entraide com-
munautaire. Elles etendaient leur cercle de 
connaissances en se joignant a des groupes de 
couturieres, de tricoteuses ou autres ou elles 
echangeaient leurs vues sur differents sujets. 
Elles tenaient un journal personnel et en-
tretenaient des relations epistolaires entre elles. 
Elles creaient des pieces d'artisanat a vendre, 
pour leur propre usage ou pour donner en 
cadeau aux membres de leur famille ou a leurs 
amis. Certains groupes de femmes, en Acadie 
notamment, profitaient de ces rencontres pour 
transmettre les traditions en chantant et en 
racontant des legendes. Les societes, clubs et 
instituts plus modernes ont la meme vocation, 
mais ce type d'organisation est concu selon un 
cadre plus formel. 

E n Studiant l a relation entre les groupes et 
organisations de femmes qu i existaient par le 
passe et celles qu 'on connait de nos jours, ils 
est possible de mieux comprendre la situation 
actuelle. E n effet, ces activites qui etaient 
reservees exclusivement aux femmes ont per­
mit de preserver certaines traditions et de faire 
en sorte que les valeurs soient transmises de 

generation en generation. Cette forme discrete 
de culture transcende l'age, la classe sociale, la 
race et l 'origine ethnique tout en respectant les 
caracteristiques propres a chacun de ces aspec­
ts. E n tant qu'organisme de recherche dans ce 
domaine, nous estimons q u ' i l est opportun 
d'elaborer de nouvelles methodologies de 
recherche qui devraient servir a 1'etude de 
temoignages souvent informels dont la 
signification n'est pas toujours manifeste et qui 
prennent f requemment l a forme de 
declarations verbales fondees sur 1'experience 
personnelle. 

Nous lancons done un appel particulier aux 
specialistes et aux autorites en la matiere ainsi 
qu 'aux artistes, aux ecrivains et a toute per-
sonne ayant une certaine connaissance, si in -
formelle soit-elle, des femmes et de la culture. 

Toute demande de renseignements doit 
egalement etre envoyee a: 
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Women's Writing Conference Retreat 
The 10th Women ' s W r i t i n g 

Conference/Retreat sponsored by The 
International Women 's W r i t i n g G u i l d , Ju ly 
24-31, 1981, has chosen " T h e Ethics of 
W r i t i n g : Conflict with Conscience," as its 
1981 theme. 

The topic, which wi l l give the overall note 
of the week-long wri t ing conference and 
retreat at Skidmore College, Saratoga 
Springs, N . Y . , wi l l be explored and 
presented symposium-style on Saturday 
evening, J u l y 25. Discussion wi l l include: 
betrayal of confidence, exposure of privacy of 
persons still l iv ing , the re-writing of history 
for expediency and/or political bias, etc. " A t 
a time when practical concerns are 
uppermost in our minds, the G u i l d has 
chosen an emphasis on the value of ethics," 
says Hannelore H a h n , I W W G Executive 
Director and Founder. 

Women's Writing 
Workshops 

7th A n n u a l W O M E N ' S W R I T I N G 
W O R K S H O P S 
J u l y 19-August2, 1981 
Har twick College, Oneonta, N Y 

Introducing: Non-Fic t ion Prose 

Plus: Poetry W r i t i n g 
Fict ion W r i t i n g 
Playwri t ing 

The Conference/Retreat is open to all 
women regardless of professional wri t ing 
accomplishments and attracts 200 attendees 
from the U . S . , Canada , and abroad. It w i l l 
offer a wide range of workshops from 
" W r i t i n g F i c t i o n " to " T h e Author /Agent 
Rela t ionship" ; from " H o w to Wri te a 
Cookbook and Sell I t " to " Jazz Poet ry ," 
" P l a y w r i t i n g , " etc. 

In the past three years, IWWG-sponsored 
wri t ing conferences have been responsible for 
the publication of 12 books written by 
hitherto unpublished writers. 

Cost is $300 for full week, single 
occupancy, inclusive of room and board. 
Weekend rates available. For further 
information contact: Hannelore H a h n , 
Executive Director, International Women 's 
W r i t i n g G u i l d , Box 810, Gracie Station, 
New Y o r k , N . Y . 10028. T e l : (212) 737-7536 

Opportuni ty for women to live and work in 
community. Supportive atmosphere with 
scrupulous, focused cri t icism. Guest writer: 
Marge Piercy; guest editor: Elaine G i l l , The 
Crossing Press. 

Director: Beverly Tanenhaus 

Faculty: Kirs ten Gr imstad 
Ka tha ryn M a c h a n A a l 
Sherry Redding 

For i n fo rma t ion , wri te M r s . 
Christ ine Patience, Har twick C o l ­
lege, Oneonta, N Y 13820. 



T h e 5th annual intensive training for women 
in karate wi l l take place June 25-28 in East 
Lans ing , M i c h i g a n . The cost of attending 
Special T r a i n i n g '81 wi l l be $95.00. Th is 
amount covers the cost of room, board and 
instruction. T o reserve your spot, send a 
check or money order for $25.00, payable to 
Special T r a i n i n g '81. M a i l your deposit to 
F S D K A , P . O . Box 229, East Lans ing , 
M i c h i g a n , 48823 by A p r i l 1. 

WOMEN'S STUDIES 
T H E U N I V E R S I T Y O F C O N N E C T I C U T 

The Nat ional Women ' s Studies Association 
wi l l hold its third annual convention— 
" W o m e n Respond to Rac i sm"—at the 
Univers i ty of Connecticut, Storrs, M a y 31-
June 4, 1981. Contact N W S A Convent ion 
Coordinators , Women ' s Studies, U - 1 8 1 A , 
Univers i ty of Connecticut, Storrs, C T 06268, 
(203) 486-4310. 

God Protect America 1! "f 

KEEP AMERICA I 
CLEAN IN MIND — SOUND IN BODY — PURE OF HEART -

. . WARNING! - - Indecent Marines Contain Deadly Poison . . 
T- ' Beware of Persons Who Read or Sell Them '-'"C-I 

Guard Children and Young People From Reading Them 
Burn Them Now Not Your Souls In Hell 

READ only DECENT 
MAGAZINES 

ur4w J. A. Z»«tafcr, DfcMto* 

ARE YOU F R U S T R A T E D BY THE DECENT P R E S S ? 

WHY NOT S U B S C R I B E TO T H E A L T E R N A T I V E 
PRESS INDEX? 

The Alternative Press Index is the only 
complete index to periodicals that 
chronicle s o c i a l change in the U . S . and 
around the world. Published quarterly, 
the API is a comprehensive guide to 
over 150 alternative and radical news­
papers, magazines, and journals. 

- knanchiim 
-Mteinativz Enzigy 
-Alte.tinative. Cultute 
-Black Movement 
- F e m i n i s m 

-Labon Movement 
- P .Y i4 one 1 J Rigk ti 
-Radical Education 
-Radical Health 
•Radical Sciznce. 

-Libtiation Move.me.nti -Socialism 

Name 

Address 

C i t y 

S t a t e _ Z i p 
Per Volume:_$80/Library_$25/Mvt. Grps. 
Alternative Press Center, Box 7229A 

Baltimore, Maryland 21218 

http://Move.me.nti


I'm Flexible 
" I ' m Flexible . . . " is the first in a series of 
handmade folio books by Sarah Jackson, 
whose work appears in collections such as 
the Hirshhorn M u s e u m and Sculpture 
Garden and the Smithsonian Fine Arts C o l ­
lection, Washington, D . C . , the National 
Gallery of Canada, Ottawa, the Musee 
d ' A r t Contemporain de Montrea l and the 
Musee des Beaux Arts de Mont rea l . She is 
Artist in Residence at the Technical Univer ­
sity of N o v a Scotia where she is developing 
an A r t and Technology program. 

34 drawings xerographically produced 
L imi t ed edition of 150 
Individually signed and numbered by the 

artist 
Introduction by Donna E . Smyth, editor 

Atlantis 
Silver box sleeve $25.00 

N A M E N U M B E R O F B O O K S 

R E G I S T E R E D P O S T 
A D D R E S S A N D H A N D L I N G $5.00 

C A S H T O T A L 

Technical Universi ty of N o v a Scotia 
A T T : Sarah Jackson, Tech Press 
Box 1000 
Halifax, N . S . , Canada B3J 2 X 4 
Phone: 902-429-8300 



RESOURCES FOR FEMINIST RESEARCH/ 
DOCUMENTATION SUR LA RECHERCHE 

FEMINISTE 
• Critical reviews, essays and book reviews 
• Special sections organized by guest editors 
•Guide to Canadian and International 

periodicals on women 
• Extensive abstracting of published and on­

going research on women in Canada and 
abroad 

• Discussions and teaching materials for 
Women's Studies 

SUBSCRIPTION PRICES 

Individuals 1981 $15 
($ 18 outside Canada) 

Institutions 1981 $25 
Back volumes available. 

Send orders to: 
Department of Sociology 
Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education 
252 Bloor St. W. 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
M5S1V6 



The original copyright of artwork in this issue 
belongs to the individual artist. No artwork 
should be reproduced in any form without written 
permission from the artist. 

Le copyright original des oeuvres d'art dans ce 
numero special appartient a l'artiste individeul. 
Aucune oeuvre d'art ne peut etre reproduite sans 
la permission ecrite de l'artiste. 



A T L A N T I S is a member of The Canadian 
Periodica] Publishers' Association. 

A T L A N T I S est membre de l 'Association 
canadienne des editeurs de periodiques. 

Articles appearing in this journal are abstracted 
and indexed in H I S T O R I C A L A B S T R A C T S 
A N D A M E R I C A : H I S T O R Y A N D L I F E , the 
A L T E R N A T I V E P R E S S I N D E X and 
R E S O U R C E S F O R F E M I N I S T R E S E A R C H . 

Les articles qui paraissent dans ce journal sont 
resumes et repertories dans H I S T O R I C A L A B ­
S T R A C T S A N D A M E R I C A : H I S T O R Y A N D 
L I F E , A L T E R N A T I V E P R E S S I N D E X , et 
D O C U M E N T A T I O N S U R L A R E C H E R C H E 
F E M I N I S T E . 

Copyright A T L A N T I S : A Women's StudiesJournil 
1977. A T L A N T I S retains First Nor th Amer ican 
Rights only. 

Copyright A T L A N T I S : Revue d'etudes sur la femme 
1977. A T L A N T I S ne se reserve les droits 
d'auteur que pour la premiere publication dans 
un periodique nord americain. 

Back issues of A T L A N T I S are available in D ' anc i ens numeros d ' A T L A N T I S sont 
microfilm from: disponibles en microfilm aupres de: 

M i c r o m e d i a L i m i t e d 
Box 502 
Station S 
Toronto 
Ontario 
M 5 M 4L8 


