
p a s t . " U n f o r t u n a t e l y , that is not q u i t e true. A s 
her o w n footnotes i n d i c a t e , every m a l e s u p p o r t e r 
of f e m i n i s m w h o m she treats has been the sub­
ject of h i s t o r i c a l s tudy. I n q u a r r y i n g these second­
ary a c c o u n t s , Strauss does p r o v i d e a h a n d y c o m ­
p e n d i u m of the e x i s t i n g l i terature o n n i n e t e e n t h -
c e n t u r y m a l e f e m i n i s t s ; a n o r i g i n a l a p p r o a c h to 
the issue r e m a i n s to be p l o t t e d . 

A n g u s M c L a r e n 
U n i v e r s i t y of V i c t o r i a . 

Travailleuses et feministes: Les femmes dans la 
societe quebecoise. M a r i e L a v i g n e a n d Y o l a n d e 
P i n a r d , et a l . , Montreal: Boreal Express, 1983. 
Pp. 430. 

Maitresses de maison, maitresses d'ecole: Femmes, 
famille et education dans l'histoire du Quebec. 
N a d i a F a h m y - E i d a n d M i c h e l i n e D u m o n t , et a l . , 
Montreal: Boreal Express, 1983. Pp. 413. 

T h e r e are m a n y reasons for w o m e n ' s h i s t o r i ­
ans o f E n g l i s h C a n a d a to e n v y those of Q u e b e c . 
N o w that these t w o readers c o m p r i s i n g 32 a r t i ­
cles i n 843 pages j o i n the 513 page g e n e r a l sur­
vey, L'Histoire des femmes au Quebec depuis 
quatre siicles p u b l i s h e d i n 1982, Q u e b e c s tu­
dents a n d teachers have c l a s s r o o m m a t e r i a l s 
u n m a t c h e d for breadth a n d d e p t h i n a n y p a r t of 
C a n a d a . T h e Q u e b e c l i t e ra ture i n w o m e n ' s h i s ­
tory s h o w s a d i s c e r n i n g e c l e c t i c i s m i n m e t h o ­
d o l o g y a n d a k n o w l e d g e a b l e recept iv i ty to a 
w i d e i n t e r n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e — a m a t u r i t y w h i c h 
has n o t yet been so a p p a r e n t i n the p a r a l l e l l i ter ­
a ture o u t s i d e Q u e b e c . It is s t r i k i n g i n these 
v o l u m e s , n o t o n l y the degree to w h i c h Q u e b e c 
f e m i n i s t s are at tentive to the w i d e r N o r t h A t l a n ­
tic l i t e ra ture i n b o t h F r e n c h a n d E n g l i s h , but 
a l s o the t h o r o u g h n e s s of the i r c o m m a n d of the 
E n g l i s h C a n a d i a n l i terature , a traff ic i n i n s i g h t 
w h i c h appears f r o m e x a m i n a t i o n of the notes of 
m o s t o ther C a n a d i a n w r i t i n g i n w o m e n ' s h i s ­
tory, to be too o f ten i n e f f i c i e n t l y o n e w a y . 
F i n a l l y , there is i n this l i t e ra ture , n o t a b l y i n the 

w o r k of M i c h e l i n e D u m o n t a n d M a r i e L a v i g n e , 
a r e f r e s h i n g j o c u l a r irreverence t o w a r d a c a d e m i c 
p r e t e n s i o n a n d a n ins is tence u p o n the self-
c o n s c i o u s i m b r i c a t i o n of p o l i t i c s i n s c h o l a r l y 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n at a level b e y o n d p o l e m i c , w h i c h is 
a n o t a b l y h e a l t h y s i g n i n a g r o u p a t t e m p t i n g to 
r e m a k e h i s t o r i c a l categories. 

T h e first of these v o l u m e s , o n w o r k i n g w o m e n 
a n d f e m i n i s t s , is s u b s t a n t i a l l y a r e p r i n t of ear l ier 
w o r k . H a l f of the s ixteen essays a p p e a r e d i n Les 
femmes dans la societe quebecoise—aspects his-
toriques, w h i c h this c o l l e c t i o n supercedes. A l s o 
i n c l u d e d are S u s a n T r o f i m e n k o f f ' s " M u f f l e d 
V o i c e s " , w h i c h was p u b l i s h e d first i n this j o u r ­
n a l , M a r t a D a n y l e w y c z ' s " N u n s a n d F e m i n i s t s i n 
M o n t r e a l " f r o m Histoire sociale Social History 
a n d J e n n i f e r Stoddart ' s study of the D o r i o n 
C o m m i s s i o n f r o m the f irst v o l u m e of O s g o o d e 
Society p u b l i c a t i o n s . M o s t v a l u a b l e for t e a c h i n g 
p u r p o s e s a m o n g the n e w c o n t r i b u t i o n s is the 
e d i t o r s ' " W o r k a n d the w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t : a 
v i s i b l e h i s t o r y " , w h i c h s u m m a r i z e s a n d s c r u t i n ­
izes the l i terature o n w o m e n ' s p a i d a n d u n p a i d 
w o r k , a n d female act iv is ts ' p l a c e i n p o l i t i c a l a n d 
r e l i g i o u s m o v e m e n t s w i t h i n a b r o a d t e m p o r a l , 
s p a t i a l a n d theoret ica l context . T h e d i s c u s s i o n 
of f emale w a g e d a n d n o n - w a g e d w o r k d u r i n g 
the process of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n is p a r t i c u l a r l y 
deft i n its c o l l e c t i o n f r o m a l l p o s s i b l e quarters to 
craft as c o m p r e h e n s i v e a s u m m a r y of research 
a n d reasonable inference o n this t o p i c as w e yet 
possess for C a n a d a or Q u e b e c . J o h a n n e D a i g l e ' s 
h i s tory of o r g a n i s a t i o n a m o n g M o n t r e a l nurses 
1946-66 suggests the ways i n w h i c h w o r k a c t i o n 
was a m p l y c o n s t r a i n e d by the l o n g assoc ia t ions 
of n u r s i n g w i t h m o t h e r i n g , r e l i g i o u s v o c a t i o n 
a n d m o r e recently but as c o m p e l l i n g l y , w i t h the 
facade of s e p a r a t i o n f r o m s h o p f l o o r p o l i t i c s of 
p r o f e s s i o n a l status. If nurses since 1966, w h e n 
n u r s i n g a ids a p p e a r e d as a n e w level i n the hos­
p i t a l female j o b h i e r a r c h y , have been at p a i n s to 
d i s t i n g u i s h the status f r o m the gender aspects of 
the i r o c c u p a t i o n , i t is c lear f r o m the w o r k of 
M o n a - J o s e e G a g n o n o n w o m e n i n the Q u e b e c 
l a b o u r m o v e m e n t , p a r t i c u l a r l y f r o m her n e w 



c o n t r i b u t i o n here o n u n i o n commit tees o n the 
status of w o m e n , that b a r g a i n i n g i tems o f c r u ­
c i a l i m p o r t a n c e to female workers have r e m a i n e d 
l o w p r i o r i t y a m o n g most u n i o n o f f i c ia l s a n d that 
female act ivis ts w i t h i n the l a b o u r m o v e m e n t 
have c o n t i n u e d to be h o b b l e d by their d u a l l o y a l ­
ties. T h e t w o other c o n t r i b u t i o n s w h i c h are n e w 
or s u b s t a n t i a l l y n e w i n this c o l l e c t i o n are G h i s -
l a i n e D e s j a r d i n s ' " L e s cercles fermieres et Tac­
t i o n f e m i n i n e en m i l i e u r u r a l , 1915-1944" a n d 
M i c h e l i n e D u m o n t ' s u p d a t e d l o n g i t u d i n a l s tudy 
of the r e l i g i o u s v o c a t i o n a n d the f e m i n i n e c o n d i ­
t i o n , b o t h of w h i c h suggest the ways i n w h i c h 
c o n t i n u i n g female i n s t i t u t i o n s , n o matter h o w 
shadowed by the p e n u m b r a of p a t r i a r c h a l a u t h o r ­
i ty , have r e s p o n d e d t h r o u g h c h a n g i n g s o c i a l c i r ­
cumstances to new gender i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s . 

T h e s e c o n d of these v o l u m e s is d i v i d e d i n t o 
t w o parts , the first seven essays d e a l i n g w i t h g i r l s 
a n d w o m e n as students a n d teachers, the second 
seven d i s c u s s i n g w o m e n ' s l ives i n the c o n t e x t o f 
f a m i l y . M o s t of these papers a p p e a r here for the 
first t i m e , the e x c e p t i o n s b e i n g D u m o n t ' s s tudy 
of day nurser ies f r o m RHAF, her evocat ive a n d 
f ine ly crafted " D e c o u v r i r la m e m o i r e des f e m m e s " 
f r o m Cahiers de recherche ethique, B e t t i n a B r a d ­
b u r y ' s 1979 study of M o n t r e a l f a m i l y e c o n o m y 
a n d a c o m p a r i s o n of the f a m i l y context of 
F r e n c h a n d Q u e b e c e d u c a t i o n a l systems 1850-
1960, a l so f r o m RHAF. 

D u m o n t ' s " D e c o u v r i r " , a m i x t u r e of p e r s o n a l 
a n d co l l ec t ive r e m i n i s c e n c e a n d theoret ica l c h a l ­
lenge ends the c o l l e c t i o n w i t h gus to , a n d c o m ­
pensates i n part for a n h i s t o r i o g r a p h i c a l i n t r o ­
d u c t i o n to the v o l u m e w h i c h categorizes the 
l i terature w i t h o u t f u r t h e r i n g the in terpre t ive 
d i s c u s s i o n . T h e e d u c a t i o n a l p a p e r s are diverse 
i n their a p p r o a c h e s . T w o i n s t i t u t i o n a l case s tu­
dies , those by M a l o u i n o n l ' a c a d e m i e M a r i e -
R o s e a n d by J e a n o n le c o l l e g e M a r i e - A n n e 
i l l u m i n a t e the o r i g i n s a n d in terdependence of 
the p u b l i c a n d p r i v a t e schools r u n by r e l i g i o u s 
c o m m u n i t i e s a n d the dexteri ty w i t h w h i c h the 
f o u n d e r s of c lass i ca l col leges for w o m e n were 

r e q u i r e d to b a l a n c e the c o n t r a d i c t o r y a i m s of the 
f i n i s h i n g s c h o o l a n d the a c a d e m y i n order to 
keep peace w i t h c h u r c h h i e r a r c h y . N a d i a F a h m y -
E i d ' s a t tempts to c o m p a r e the cons t i tuency a n d 
c u r r i c u l u m of U r s u l i n e day , res ident ia l a n d m i s ­
s i o n schools i n N e w F r a n c e is c h a l l e n g i n g by 
c a n n o t q u i t e c l i n c h the p o i n t because evidence 
o n the three g r o u p s is of s u c h v a r y i n g q u a l i t y . 
S i m i l a r l y , i n a n i n n o v a t i v e s tudy of the r o l e of 
gender a n d class w i t h i n a p r o f e s s i o n , M a r t a 
D a n y l e w y c z ' s a r g u m e n t s a b o u t the i n f l u e n c e of 
the w o r k i n g class b a c k g r o u n d s of w o m e n teachers 
u p o n m a l e / f e m a l e i n e q u a l i t i e s i n the educa­
t i o n a l system of n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y M o n t r e a l 
are w e a k e n e d by the absence of i n f o r m a t i o n 
u p o n the s o c i a l o r i g i n s o f c o m p a r a b l e m e n . 

T h e f a m i l y sec t ion i n c l u d e s a s tudy by F r a n -
c i n e B a r r y of the variet ies of d o m e s t i c service a n d 
the v a r i o u s o r i g i n s of d o m e s t i c servants based 
u p o n n o t o r i a l contracts . D e n i s e L e m i e u x ' s paper 
o n the s o c i a l i z a t i o n of d a u g h t e r s , w h i c h focuses 
o n the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , offers e x a m p l e s of 
c h a n g i n g patterns i n dress, w o r k a n d p l a y , a n d 
i n t e r e s t i n g sugges t ions a b o u t the responsiveness 
of c h i l d - r e a r i n g pract ices to s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c 
c h a n g e . T h e h i g h l i g h t of the v o l u m e is M a r i e 
L a v i g n e ' s " R e f l e x i o n s feminis tes a u t o u r de l a 
fer t i l i te des Q u e b e c o i s e s " , a scept i ca l a n d cogent 
r e f u t a t i o n of d e m o g r a p h e r s ' c o n c l u s i o n s , d r a w n 
f r o m h i g h l y aggregated data , a b o u t the repro­
d u c t i v e b e h a v i o u r of Q u e b e c w o m e n . H e r a r g u ­
ments a b o u t the need to p a r t i c u l a r i z e w o m e n ' s 
e x p e r i e n c e i n s u c h analyses , to be attentive to the 
f u l l range of diverse s p e c i a l i z e d a d a p t a t i o n s 
w h i c h o c c u r r e d a m o n g w o m e n i n the face of the 
c o m m e r c i a l i z a t i o n of a g r i c u l t u r e a n d u r b a n i z a ­
t i o n s h o u l d serve as a n i m p o r t a n t c a u t i o n to 
other C a n a d i a n d e m o g r a p h e r s as w e l l . 

J o y P a r r 
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