
es tab l i shed that a m o d i f i e d extended f a m i l y 
exists , that m a n y exchanges take p lace between 
e l d e r l y i n d i v i d u a l s a n d their f a m i l i e s . T h e neg­
lect of e l d e r l y i n d i v i d u a l s by their f a m i l i e s has 
been d o c u m e n t e d o v e r w h e l m i n g l y as false. 

C h a p t e r 6 starts o n p a g e 147 a n d speaks a b o u t 
m a g n i f i c e n t s u r v i v o r s . H e r e it is a r g u e d that a 
very s m a l l g r o u p has m a n a g e d by s u p e r h u m a n 
efforts to l i v e re la t ive ly h a p p y l ives d u r i n g o l d 
age. T h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s have m a i n t a i n e d d i g n i t y 
a n d self-respect t h r o u g h t w o m a j o r themes: 
i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l s u p p o r t a n d se l f -he lp . C h a p ­
ter 7, the last chapter before the c o n c l u s i o n , d i s ­
cusses e m e r g i n g p o l i t i c a l act ivists . It is a r g u e d 
that the c u r r e n t g e n e r a t i o n of f e m i n i s t s w i l l 
d e m a n d a n d expect a m a j o r r o l e d u r i n g o l d age. 
T h e s e are p r o b a b l y the t w o m o s t s t i m u l a t i n g 
chapters i n the b o o k . 

E v e n here, w h i l e the a n a l y s i s is i n t e r e s t i n g , it 
does n o t s h o w o r i g i n a l i t y or i n s i g h t . T h e r e is n o 
d i s c u s s i o n by this a u t h o r of the fact that by s i m ­
p l e n u m b e r s m o r e i n d i v i d u a l s are l i v i n g to o l d 
age. T h a t means n o t o n l y each of us w i l l l i k e l y 
e x p e r i e n c e o l d age i n the future , b u t that a l l of us 
are c u r r e n t l y m o r e l i k e l y to e x p e r i e n c e h a v i n g 
e l d e r l y parents or g r a n d p a r e n t s . T h i s to m y 
m i n d w i l l be a n e n o r m o u s catalyst to s o c i a l 
c h a n g e , o n e that w i l l take p l a c e i n a n e v o l u t i o n ­
ary, n o t r e v o l u t i o n a r y m a n n e r . T h i s is n o t m e n ­
t i o n e d a n d is s e e m i n g l y u n r e c o g n i z e d by the 
a u t h o r . 

F i n a l l y , the a u t h o r c l a i m s i n her chapter o n 
m a g n i f i c e n t s u r v i v o r s , that " T h e exper iences 
presented here p o r t r a y h o w intense ly i n d i v i d u a l 
a n e x p e r i e n c e a g i n g is. Yet society tends to l u m p 
o l d e r w o m e n together a n d d e n y their u n i q u ­
eness" (page 167). T h e a u t h o r herself does pre ­
c ise ly that, except for a h i n t of some heterogeni ty 
i n the e p i l o g u e . T h a t i n fact w o u l d be m y m a j o r 
c r i t i c i s m of the b o o k - by s p e n d i n g by far the 
m a j o r i t y of t i m e l u m p i n g a l l e l d e r l y w o m e n 
together a n d e m p h a s i z i n g their i n a b i l i t y to c o p e 
a n d share disadvantages , the a u t h o r does not c o n ­

vey the t remendous heterogeneity a m o n g s t elderly 
i n d i v i d u a l s a n d the fact that m a n y elderly i n d i ­
v i d u a l s cope a n d cope w e l l despite society's 
e x p e c t a t i o n s of t h e m . Instead, the b o o k tends to 
p r o m o t e yet a n o t h e r p r o b l e m - o r i e n t e d v i e w of 
a g i n g . 

Nevertheless , the b o o k is easy r e a d i n g a n d 
does p r o v i d e i m p o r t a n t i n f o r m a t i o n a n d a v a l u ­
able perspect ive . M a n y of her p o i n t s are i m p o r ­
tant a n d w o r t h w h i l e , even t h o u g h they m a y be 
d r a w n to a n extreme i n the book . 

N e e n a L . C h a p p e l l 
U n i v e r s i t y o f M a n i t o b a 

References 

Chappell, N . L . "Informal support networks among the elderly," 
Research on Aging, 1983, 5(1): 77-99. 

Hauser, P . M . "Agingand world-wide population change." In R . H . 
Binstock and K. Shanas (eds.) Handbook of Aging and the 
Social Sciences. Toronto: Van Nostrand Reinhold Co., 1976. 

Shanas, E. "Social myth as hypothesis: the case of family retirement 
of old people," The Gerontologist, 1979a, 13:3-9. 

Shanas, E. " T h e family as a support system in old age." The 
Gerontologist, 1979b, 19:169-174. 

W o m e n a n d L e g a l A c t i o n . Precedents, Resources 
a n d Strategies f o r the F u t u r e . M . E l i z a b e t h 
A t c h e s o n , M a r y Eberts a n d Be th Symes, w i t h 
J e n n i f e r Stoddart . Ottawa: Canadian Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women, 1984. Pp. 200, 
$4.95. 

S e c t i o n f 5 of the C a n a d i a n C h a r t e r of R i g h t s 
a n d F r e e d o m s c a m e i n t o effect o n 17th, A p r i l , 
1985. It c o n t a i n s a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o m i s e of 
e q u a l i t y for everyone i n C a n a d a , s p e c i f i c a l l y 
f o r b i d d i n g d i s c r i m i n a t i o n o n the basis of race, 
n a t i o n a l o r e t h n i c o r i g i n , c o l o u r , r e l i g i o n , sex, 
age or m e n t a l or p h y s i c a l d i s a b i l i t y . 

M a n y q u e s t i o n s w i l l have to be addressed w i t h 
respect to the effect of this p r o v i s i o n o n C a n a ­
d i a n society. W h a t is the m e a n i n g of equal i ty? 
W h a t is the scope of sect ion 15 - does i t a p p l y to 
statute l a w a n d g o v e r n m e n t a c t i o n o n l y ? A r e a l l 
d i s t i n c t i o n s forb idden? If n o t w h a t does this 



m e a n for w o m e n , to w h o m difference has often 
meant infer ior i ty? 

T h e federal g o v e r n m e n t a n d the p r o v i n c e s 
h a d three years to b r i n g their l a w s a n d pract ices 
i n t o c o n f o r m i t y w i t h the C h a r t e r . N o d o u b t the 
process of rev iew a n d the l o b b y for r e f o r m w i l l 
c o n t i n u e . S i n c e A p r i l this process has been s u p ­
p l e m e n t e d by the r i g h t to l i t i g a t e o n the basis 
that sect ion 15 has been i n f r i n g e d . A n d yet l i t i g a ­
t i o n as a process for p r o m o t i n g e q u a l i t y is 
e x p e n s i v e a n d ext remely b u r d e n s o m e for the 
i n d i v i d u a l p l a i n t i f f . 

T h e C a n a d i a n A d v i s o r y C o u n c i l o n the Status 
of W o m e n c o m m i s s i o n e d the s tudy, w h i c h is the 
subject-matter of this b o o k , by three l e a d i n g f e m ­
i n i s t lawyers . T h e b o o k e x a m i n e s a n u m b e r of 
areas: the r a t i o n a l e for t r y i n g to achieve c h a n g e 
t h r o u g h l e g a l a c t i o n w i t h i n the context of pre­
v i o u s C a n a d i a n dec is ions i n v o l v i n g the r ights 
a n d status of w o m e n ; the p r a c t i c a l aspects of 
g o i n g to c o u r t , sources of f u n d i n g i n C a n a d a 
a n d lega l a c t i o n f u n d s i n the U n i t e d States. 
L a s t l y , c o n c l u s i o n s are d r a w n a b o u t l i t i g a t i o n 
strategies a n d the necessary f u n d i n g for s u c h 
l i t i g a t i o n . 

T h e b o o k is f a s c i n a t i n g r i g h t f r o m the start. It 
has shor t d e s c r i p t i o n s of the cases i n v o l v i n g 
w o m e n l i t i g a n t s w h o s e names w i l l be f a m i l i a r to 
those w i t h a n interest i n the s t ruggle for e q u a l i t y 
i n C a n a d a . H e r e is a record of the story of C l a r a 
Brett M a r t i n , the f irst w o m a n to pract ise l a w i n 
the C o m m o n w e a l t h , a n d of A n n i e M a c d o n a l d 
L a n g s t a f f , w h o d i e d i n 1926, never h a v i n g been 
a l l o w e d to pract ise l a w i n Q u e b e c . T h e " P e r s o n s 
C a s e " is descr ibed, w h i c h w i l l be u s e f u l for those 
w h o have a v a g u e sense that i t h a p p e n e d , b u t 
k n o w very l i t t le about it. T h e w o m e n w h o c h a l ­
l e n g e d the I n d i a n A c t are i n c l u d e d : Jeanette 
L a v e l l , Y v o n n e B e d a r d , F l o r a C a n a r d , M a r y 
T w o - A x e E a r l y a n d S a n d r a L o v e l a c e . S te l la 
B l i s s is here - she p r o v i d e d the S u p r e m e C o u r t of 
C a n a d a w i t h the o p p o r t u n i t y to decide that d i s ­
c r i m i n a t i o n o n the basis of p r e g n a n c y is n o t d i s ­

c r i m i n a t i o n aga ins t w o m e n . I h o p e that sec t ion 
15 w i l l m a k e it i m p o s s i b l e for s u c h a d e c i s i o n to 
ever be reached a g a i n . 

C h a p t e r II, o n G e t t i n g to C o u r t , is a s o b e r i n g 
l o o k at s o m e of the barr iers to a n d costs of l i t i g a ­
t i o n as a strategy. C h a p t e r II goes o n to o u t l i n e 
the e x i s t i n g advocacy g r o u p s a l ready i n exist­
ence, s u c h as the C a n a d i a n C i v i l L i b e r t i e s A s s o ­
c i a t i o n . T h e c o n c l u s i o n is reached that n o exist­
i n g g r o u p is a n i d e a l v e h i c l e for w o m a n ' s 
e q u a l i t y r i g h t s l i t i g a t i o n . 

O n that basis , as w e l l as o n the basis of the 
d i s c u s s i o n of the A m e r i c a n exper ience of p u b l i c 
interest l i t i g a t i o n i n C h a p t e r I V , the c o n c l u s i o n 
is d r a w n that: 

a l e g a l f u n d a c t i o n to concentra te o n issues 
of sex-based d i s c r i m i n a t i o n is a n essential 
c o m p o n e n t of a n effective strategy to p r o ­
m o t e the interests of w o m e n i n the C a n a ­
d i a n legal system. 

T h e w o r d c o m p o n e n t is i m p o r t a n t . S e c t i o n 15 
w i l l n o t cure a l l the i n e q u i t i e s i n C a n a d i a n 
society. T h e r e are severe p r a c t i c a l l i m i t s o n effec­
t ive l e g a l a c t i o n . N o r w i l l l i t i g a t i o n be the o n l y 
strategy r e q u i r e d to m a x i m i z e the p o t e n t i a l that 
sec t ion 15 does i n d e e d have. Nevertheless , i t is a n 
i m p o r t a n t strategy. T h i s s tudy is t i m e l y a n d 
i n f o r m a t i v e w i t h respect to the issues w h i c h have 
to be addressed i n u t i l i z i n g s u c h a strategy. 

W h a t the b o o k is n o t is a n a c a d e m i c d i s c u s ­
s i o n of the n a t u r e of e q u a l i t y . T h i s is u n f o r t u ­
nate i n o n e sense as the reader w i l l get l i t t l e sense 
of the a u t h o r s ' v i s i o n o f a n e g a l i t a r i a n C a n a d a , 
except i n the negat ive sense that dec i s ions l i k e 
Bliss w i l l no t be p o s s i b l e . Is, for e x a m p l e , gender 
n e u t r a l i t y to be p u r s u e d at a l l costs, o r s h o u l d 
di f ferences i n the r e a l i t y of the l ives o f m e n a n d 
w o m e n be a c k n o w l e d g e d , at a l l costs? O n the 
o ther h a n d , the b o o k is p r a g m a t i c a n d very read­
able . It is a n organiser ' s b o o k n o t a theorist 's . It is 
a t t r a c t i v e l y presented a n d its p r i c e m a k e s i t 



accessible to m a n y w o m e n . T h e r e is as w e l l a 
u s e f u l , shor t b i b l i o g r a p h y for those w h o w i s h to 
read fur ther . 

It c a n be o b t a i n e d by m a i l f r o m the C a n a d i a n 
C o u n c i l o n S o c i a l D e v e l o p m e n t , 55 P a r k d a l e 
A v e n u e , O t t a w a , O n t a r i o , K 1 Y 1E5. I r e c o m ­
m e n d it h i g h l y . 

A s a f i n a l note , readers m a y be interested to 
k n o w that the type of n a t i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n 
p r o p o s e d by the a u t h o r s has c o m e i n t o existence. 
It is the W o m e n ' s L e g a l E d u c a t i o n a n d A c t i o n 
F u n d ( L . E . A . F . ) a n d its objectives are: 

1. T o f u n d e q u a l i t y cases i m p o r t a n t to 
the a d v a n c e m e n t o f w o m e n , a n d to p i l o t 
t h e m t h r o u g h the c o m p l e x l ega l process; 

2. T o p r o v i d e resources i n the f o r m of 
l e g a l research, e d u c a t i o n , a n d expert ise for 
the l i t i g a n t s , p r o f e s s i o n a l s a n d the p u b l i c 
at large. 

It c a n be reached at P . O . B o x 6989, S t a t i o n A , 
T o r o n t o , O n t a r i o , M 5 W 1 X 7 . 

C h r i s t i n e B o y l e 
D a l h o u s i e U n i v e r s i t y L a w S c h o o l 

Feminism in Russia, 1900-1917. L i n d a H a r r i e t 
E d m o n s o n . Stanford: Stanford University Press, 
1984. Pp. 197. 

H i s t o r i a n s of f e m i n i s m of ten have to assemble 
diverse sources a n d es tab l i sh the s i g n i f i c a n c e of 
m o v e m e n t s that c o n v e n t i o n a l h i s t o r i a n s have 
i g n o r e d or d i s m i s s e d as m a r g i n a l . W h e n s tudy­
i n g l i b e r a l f e m i n i s m i n p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y R u s ­
s ia , h i s t o r i a n s a l s o c o n f r o n t Soviet h o s t i l i t y o r at 
best c o n t e m p t for b o u r g e o i s f e m i n i s m a n d the 
s u r v i v o r s ' s i l ence after the R e v o l u t i o n . T o c o m ­
pensate for the absence of R u s s i a n a r c h i v a l 
m a t e r i a l , L i n d a H . E d m o n s o n has re l ied o n p r i n ­

ted sources a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l archives , n o t a b l y 
those of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o u n c i l of W o m e n i n 
the P . A . C . P e r h a p s the resort to p r i n t e d m a t e r i a l 
a c c o u n t s for her i n s t i t u t i o n a l a p p r o a c h a n d her 
re luctance to d r a w prof i l es of feminis t s . A c k n o w ­
l e d g i n g the b o u r g e o i s character of the m o v e ­
m e n t a n d i n t e r j e c t i n g brief b i o g r a p h i e s of l ead­
ers i n t o d i scuss ions of speci f ic o r g a n i z a t i o n s d o 
n o t subst i tute for s o c i a l ana lys i s or even s p e c u l a ­
t i o n a b o u t the p r o m i n e n c e of ce r ta in profess ions 
s u c h as m e d i c i n e . C o m p a r i n g e q u a l r i g h t s f e m ­
i n i s m i n R u s s i a , G r e a t B r i t a i n , a n d the U n i t e d 
States does p r o d u c e interes t ing suggest ions a b o u t 
c a u s a t i o n . E d m o n s o n contends that the R u s s i a n 
case d isproves the theory of f e m i n i s m f o l l o w i n g 
f r o m i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n a n d proposes , as a " c o m ­
m o n c a u s e , " the coexistence of the h e i r a r c h i a l 
a n d a u t h o r i t a r i a n f a m i l y w i t h d e m o c r a t i c ideals . 
S i m i l a r l y , she ident i f ies the R u s s i a n f e m i n i s t s ' 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h other l i b e r a t i o n m o v e m e n t s as 
its d i s t i n g u i s h i n g feature a n d interprets this as a 
c o n s e q u e n c e of the abso lut i s t state a n d a n i n t e l ­
l i g e n t s i a eager for change . 

C o n t r a s t s to G r e a t B r i t a i n a n d the U n i t e d 
States a l so h i g h l i g h t the p a r t i c u l a r p r o b l e m s of 
g o v e r n m e n t repress ion a n d the absence of a 
moderate par ty , as w e l l as R u s s i a n f e m i n i s t s ' 
i n a d e q u a t e press a n d dis tance f r o m w o r k i n g -
class w o m e n . T h e i n a d e q u a c y of the press is 
e x p l a i n e d large ly by m a l e d o m i n a t i o n of j o u r ­
n a l i s m , w h i l e their distance f r o m w o r k i n g w o m ­
en appears as their f au l t ( their p h i l a n t h r o p i c 
a p p r o a c h a n d their distaste for r a c i a l ac t ion) . 
A l t h o u g h Feminism in Russia describes c lassic 
c o n f l i c t s w i t h s o c i a l - d e m o c r a t i c w o m e n i n the 
f e m i n i s t " u n i o n s " a n d congresses, the c o m p e t i ­
t i o n gets l i t t l e coverage o u t s i d e these contexts . 
T h i s overs ight precludes serious c o n s i d e r a t i o n 
of the real p o s s i b i l i t i e s of o r g a n i z i n g or a c t i n g 
w i t h w o r k i n g w o m e n a n d leaves her c o n c l u s i o n s 
a b o u t l i b e r a l f e m i n i s m p u s h i n g s o c i a l - d e m o c r a ­
tic leaders to pay a t ten t ion to w o m e n u n s u b s t a n ­
t iated. T o be fa i r , E d m o n s o n is p r i m a r i l y a n d 
p r o p e r l y interested i n d o c u m e n t i n g l i b e r a l f e m ­
i n i s t advances , n o t a b l y i n h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n a n d 


