
e x p l a n a t i o n of the p r e d o m i n a n c e of m a l e s i n 
science i n ' G e n d e r a n d Science . ' A l t h o u g h m a n y 
of us are f a m i l i a r w i t h the o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n of 
n a t u r e by " m a s c u l i n e r a t i o n a l i t y " a n d the i d e n ­
t i f i c a t i o n of the female w i t h na ture , K e l l e r ' s d i s ­
c u s s i o n presents the p o s i t i o n c lear ly . 

S o m e w h a t less f a m i l i a r is the p o s i t i o n deve­
l o p e d i n the next p a p e r w h e r e K e l l e r a n d G r o n t -
k o w s k i a r g u e that the p r i v i l e g e d status of v i s i o n 
as a m e t a p h o r for t r u t h a n d k n o w l e d g e corres­
p o n d s to the o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n of rather t h a n i d e n t i ­
f i c a t i o n w i t h that w h i c h is b e i n g s tudied . F u r t h e r , 
as a m e t a p h o r for i n t e l l e c t i o n (e.g. " t h e eye of the 
m i n d , " " t h e l i g h t of r e a s o n " ) , v i s i o n a l s o s u p ­
ports the d e v e l o p m e n t of m i n d - b o d y d u a l i s m 
w h i c h is i n t r o d u c e d to guarantee the i n d u b i t i -
b i l i t y of k n o w l e d g e c l a i m s . W h i l e the a u t h o r s 
a r g u e that there is n o evidence to suspect that the 
d e p e n d e n c e of v i s u a l m e t a p h o r is e x p l i c i t l y pat­
r i a r c h a l they c l a i m that s u c h dependence is 
" c o n s o n a n t w i t h other m o r e e x p l i c i t l y p a t r i a r ­
c h a l b iases" (p. 221). 

B o t h N a o m i S c h e m a n a n d J a n e F l a x i n the 
n e x t t w o chapters g ive a f e m i n i s t p s y c h o a n a l y t i c 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of i n d i v i d u a l i s m i n p h i l o s o p h i ­
c a l p s y c h o l o g y a n d p o l i t i c a l p h i l o s o p h y . S i n c e 
m o s t readers w i l l be f a m i l i a r w i t h the f e m i n i s t 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of m a l e d e v e l o p m e n t i n p a t r i a r ­
c h a l society, I w i l l n o t elaborate o n these art ic les . 
B o t h art ic les a r g u e for the r e c o g n i t i o n of h o w 
m a l e gender i d e n t i t y becomes m a g n i f i e d i n t o the 
i d e o l o g i c a l u n d e r p i n n i n g s of t r a d i t i o n a l p h i l o ­
s o p h i c a l p s y c h o l o g y a n d p o l i t i c a l p h i l o s o p h y . 

I n the last t w o art ic les , b o t h N a n c y H a r t s o c k 
a n d S a n d r a H a r d i n g a rgue for the necessity of 
c r e a t i n g a n e w e p i s t e m o l o g y . H a r t s o c k believes 
that f e m i n i s t s c a n create a " s p e c i f i c a l l y f e m i n i s t 
h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m , " u s i n g M a r x i a n meta-
theory as a m e t h o d o l o g i c a l s t a r t i n g p o i n t . H a r d ­
i n g argues i n ' W h y H a s the S e x / G e n d e r System 
B e c o m e V i s i b l e O n l y N o w ? ' that w h i l e f e m i n i s t 
i n q u i r y has l e d to c r i t i q u e s of m o r a l i t y , science 
a n d p o l i t i c s , it has n o t yet d e v e l o p e d the n e w 

e p i s t e m o l o g y w h i c h f e m i n i s m requires . She 
states that this " n e w e p i s t e m o l o g y m u s t be o n e 
w h i c h is n o t fettered by the s e l f - i m p o s e d l i m i t a ­
t ions of e m p i r i c i s t , f u n c t i o n a l i s t / r e l a t i v i s t o r 
m a r x i s t e p i s t e m o l o g i e s " (p. 311). 

I n g e n e r a l , the text is a w e l l - b a l a n c e d , inter­
d i s c i p l i n a r y treatment of the " theor ies , concepts , 
m e t h o d s a n d goals o f i n q u i r y " w i t h i n t radi ­
t i o n a l p h i l o s o p h y , science a n d soc ia l science. 
T h e art ic les g o b e y o n d c r i t i q u e s of the content 
a n d pract ice of p a t r i a r c h a l s c h o l a r s h i p . T h e r e 
are c r i t i c a l e x a m i n a t i o n s of the u n d e r l y i n g sex­
i s m i n t r a d i t i o n a l theories of k n o w l e d g e a n d 
m e t h o d o l o g y w h i c h p r o v i d e the f r a m e w o r k for 
the sexist content preva lent i n science a n d p h i l o ­
s o p h y . T h e r e are a l s o a t tempts by these a u t h o r s 
to set o u t the r e q u i r e m e n t s for f e m i n i s t episte­
m o l o g y , m e t a p h y s i c s , m e t h o d o l g y a n d p h i l o ­
s o p h y of science. 

T h i s is a text w h i c h s h o u l d be r e q u i r e d read­
i n g i n sen ior u n d e r - g r a d u a t e a n d graduate w o ­
m e n ' s studies courses. It w i l l a l so p r o v e h e l p f u l 
to f e m i n i s t s d o i n g research i n b o t h p h i l o s o p h y 
a n d science. 

D e b o r a h C . P o f f 
M o u n t Sa in t V i n c e n t U n i v e r s i t y 

Machina Ex Dea. Feminist Perspectives on Tech­
nology. E d i t e d by J o a n R o t h s c h i l d . New York: 
Pergamon Press, 1983. Pp. 233. 

F e w w o u l d deny that we l ive i n a n increas­
i n g l y t e c h n o l o g i c a l age. I n the e x p a n d i n g w o r l d 
of m i c r o e l e c t r o n i c s , the c o n n e c t i o n s between 
t e c h n o l o g y a n d c u l t u r e are a l l too of ten obs­
c u r e d . T h e bas ic p r e m i s e of this c o l l e c t i o n of 
essays edited by J o a n R o t h s c h i l d is that t e c h n o l ­
o g y , because of its o r g a n i c l i n k to c a p i t a l i s m a n d 
p a t r i a r c h y , re inforces m a l e s u p r e m a c y . T h e 
twelve essays i n the v o l u m e — w h i c h derives its 
t i t le f r o m the f e m i n i z a t i o n of a G r e e k d r a m a t i c 
m e t a p h o r s y m b o l i z i n g the r e l a t i o n s h i p between 
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h u m a n s a n d t e c h n o l o g y — p l a c e w o m e n at the 
centre of t e c h n o l o g i c a l studies. T h e c o l l e c t i o n 
i l l u m i n a t e s the h i s t o r i c a l , s o c i o l o g i c a l , p s y c h o ­
l o g i c a l a n d p h i l o s o p h i c a l issues f u n d a m e n t a l to 
a f e m i n i s t perspect ive o n t e c h n o l o g y . M a c h i n e s 
are p o r t r a y e d as ne i ther i n h e r e n t l y m a s c u l i n e or 
f e m i n i n e . R a t h e r , their i n v e n t i o n , d i f f u s i o n a n d 
a p p l i c a t i o n have h i s t o r i c a l l y taken p lace w i t h i n 
a n e c o n o m i c a n d c u l t u r a l context d o m i n a t e d by 
m e n a n d the p r o f i t m o t i v e . H e n c e w o m e n have 
been objects of t e c h n o l o g i c a l c o n t r o l . T h e a u t h ­
ors c o n t r i b u t i n g to Machina Ex Dea are c o m m i t ­
ted to d e v e l o p i n g a f e m i n i s t perspect ive o n the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of w o m e n to science a n d t e c h n o l ­
o g y so that u l t i m a t e l y w o m e n c a n real ize these 
c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t s for m o r e h u m a n e a n d egal i tar­
i a n ends. 

R o t h s c h i l d has s k i l l f u l l y o r g a n i z e d the twelve 
essays i n t o three sect ions: w o m e n , t e c h n o l o g y 
a n d p r o d u c t i o n ; t e c h n o l o g y a n d values ; a n d 
f e m i n i s t perspectives for a t e c h n o l o g i c a l age. 
E a c h sec t ion is prefaced by a brief edi tor ' s i n t r o ­
d u c t i o n i d e n t i f y i n g the key issues. R o t h s c h i l d ' s 
cogent i n t r o d u c t i o n a n d c o n c l u s i o n square ly 
locate the b o o k i n the v o l u m i n o u s l i terature of 
t e c h n o l o g y studies, h i g h l i g h t i n g the p r e r e q u i ­
sites for a f e m i n i s t a p p r o a c h to research—and 
a c t i o n — i n this area. A l l b u t o n e of the twelve 
essays are o r i g i n a l , thus p l a c i n g the b o o k at the 
forefront of s c h o l a r s h i p i n the area. 

I n her i n t r o d u c t i o n , R o t h s c h i l d p r o v i d e s a 
c r i t i q u e of the m a l e bias i n t e c h n o l o g y studies. 
T h e e x c l u s i o n of w o m e n f r o m the l i terature o n 
t e c h n o l o g y is a m p l y d o c u m e n t e d i n the contents 
of Technology and Culture, the p r e - e m i n e n t 
j o u r n a l i n the f i e l d . I n 24 years of p u b l i c a t i o n , 
the j o u r n a l has p u b l i s h e d o n l y f o u r art ic les dea l ­
i n g e x p l i c i t l y w i t h w o m e n a n d t e c h n o l o g y . T h i s 
s c h o l a r l y b l i n d - s p o t means that w o m e n ' s c o n ­
t r i b u t i o n to t e c h n o l o g y r e m a i n s b u r i e d f r o m 
v i e w . M o r e o v e r , w o m e n ' s roles as p r o d u c e r a n d 
reproducer , a n d h o w b o t h have been shaped by 
science a n d t e c h n o l o g y , r e m a i n large ly a t o p i c of 
s p e c u l a t i o n . E q u a l l y p r o b l e m a t i c , by a f fec t ing 

w o m e n ' s k n o w l e d g e a b o u t t e c h n o l o g y , these 
male biases re inforce the s u b o r d i n a t i o n of w o m e n 
top the m a c h i n e . A s R o t h s c h i l d observes: " F o r 
most scholars a n d wri ters i n the t e c h n o l o g y f i e l d , 
the p r o t o t y p e — t h e i n v e n t o r , the user, the t h i n k e r 
a b o u t a n d the reactor to t e c h n o l o g y — i s m a l e . " 
N o t o n l y c a n a f e m i n i s t perspect ive o n t e c h n o l ­
o g y e m p o w e r w o m e n to u t i l i z e i t to their o w n 
advantage , b u t the area of t e c h n o l o g y studies 
w i l l a l so be e n h a n c e d by a v i g o r o u s i n t e r d i s c i ­
p l i n a r y focus w h i c h emphasizes s o c i o - c u l t u r a l 
factors. 

W o m e n a n d m e n have exper ienced t e c h n o l ­
o g y d i f ferent ly , espec ia l ly i n the w o r l d of w o r k . 
T h e f irst sect ion c o n t a i n s f ive essays d o c u m e n t ­
i n g w o m e n ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n to c r e a t i n g n e w tech­
n o l o g i e s a n d h o w , as w o r k e r s , they have been 
adversely affected by it . A u t u m n Stanley 's essay 
presents a " r e v i s e d h i s t o r y of t e c h n o l o g y , " out ­
l i n i n g w o m e n ' s r o l e as p r i m a r y technologis ts . 
O n c e t e c h n o l o g y is redef ined to encompass w h a t 
people d o , ra ther t h a n jus t w h a t men d o , w e 
discover that w o m e n m a d e s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u ­
t ions to s u c h diverse areas as h o r t i c u l t u r e a n d 
a g r i c u l t u r e , h e r b a l remedies a n d cosmetics . A s ­
serts S tanley : " w o m e n h o l d u p at least t w o -
th i rds of the t e c h n o l o g i c a l s k y . " Trescot t ' s fasci­
n a t i n g ar t i c le o n L i l i a n M o l l e r G i l b r e t h f i r m l y 
establishes this f emale p s y c h o l o g i s t a n d i n d u s ­
t r i a l engineer as a s e m i n a l f i g u r e i n the deve l ­
o p m e n t of m o d e r n m a n a g e m e n t . G i l b r e t h i n ­
jected h u m a n i s m i n t o sc ient i f i c m a n a g e m e n t ' s 
m e c h a n i s t i c t i m e a n d m o t i o n a p p r o a c h to j o b 
redes ign. H e r e m p h a s i s o n the p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
factors i n i n d u s t r i a l e n g i n e e r i n g predated the 
m o r e f a m o u s H a w t h o r n e studies a n d the l a u n c h ­
i n g of the h u m a n r e l a t i o n s m o v e m e n t i n the 
1920's. T h e next a r t i c le , by S a l l y H a c k e r , d e m o n ­
strates that w o m e n s u c h as G i l b r e t h faced enor ­
m o u s obstacles i n a t t e m p t i n g to enter the e n g i ­
n e e r i n g profess ion . H a c k e r examines h o w mathe­
mat ics tes t ing serves as a g a t e - k e e p i n g f u n c t i o n 
i n the p r o f e s s i o n , res t r i c t i n g the access of w o m e n 
to a l l b u t l o w e r - l e v e l t e c h n o l o g i c a l jobs . F e l d -
berg's a n d G l e n n ' s art ic le shows h o w a u t o m a t i o n 



affects c l e r i c a l w o r k , the c lass ic f e m a l e j o b 
ghet to . A u t o m a t i o n tends to s u b d i v i d e , s tand­
ard ize a n d spec ia l ize of f ice jobs t y p i c a l l y per­
f o r m e d by w o m e n . Yet at the same t i m e , their 
case s tudy of the i n s u r a n c e i n d u s t r y suggests that 
the n e w l y created data p r o c e s s i n g j o b s — p o t e n t i a l 
avenues of m o b i l i t y o u t of the c l e r i c a l g h e t t o — 
g o d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y to m e n . R o t h s c h i l d c o n ­
tr ibutes the f i n a l chapter i n this sec t ion w h i c h 
e x a m i n e s h o u s e w o r k . R o t h s c h i l d c o n c l u d e s that 
w h i l e h o m e conveniences have eased the b u r d e n 
of h o u s e w o r k , w o m e n c e r t a i n l y have n o t been 
l i b e r a t e d f r o m the ro le of h o u s e w i f e . Instead, 
t e c h n o l o g y i n the h o m e has served to re in force 
p a t r i a r c h y by i n s u r i n g w o m e n r e m a i n relegated 
to u n p a i d domest i c l a b o u r . P a r a d o x i c a l l y , house­
h o l d t e c h n o l o g y possesses l i b e r a t i n g p o t e n t i a l , 
for a c c o r d i n g to R o t h s c h i l d , the v i c t i m s of the 
f e m i n i n e m y s t i q u e — t h e bored , s u b u r b a n house­
w i f e o f the 1960 's—sowed the seeds for the c o n ­
t e m p o r a r y w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t . 

T h e second sect ion shifts g r o u n d , e x a m i n i n g 
the m o r e p h i l o s o p h i c a l basis of the r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
of sc ience a n d t e c h n o l o g y to n a t u r e . C a r o l y n 
M e r c h a n t , for e x a m p l e , argues that the tech­
n o l o g i c a l - s c i e n t i f i c r e v o l u t i o n of the 16th a n d 
17th centur ies s u p p l a n t e d the n u r t u r i n g i m a g ­
ery o f w o m e n w h i c h p r e v a i l e d at the t i m e . 
R e p l a c i n g th is was a n i m a g e r y of c o n t r o l a n d 
d o m i n a t i o n . T h e m o t h e r - e a r t h i m a g e , respect­
f u l o f nature ' s a n i m i s m a n d its o r g a n i c l i n k s 
w i t h the i n d i v i d u a l , was swept aside by a n e w 
e t h i c o f e x p l o i t a t i o n . In the next c h a p t e r , Y n e s -
tra K i n g m a p s o u t a strategy for e l i m i n a t i n g the 
m a l e e thos of d o m i n a t i o n over n a t u r e t h r o u g h a 
f e m i n i s t e c o l o g y . K i n g ' s p r e m i s e is that i n o u r 
c u l t u r e , d o m i n a t i o n of w o m e n a n d e x p l o i t a t i o n 
of n a t u r e are m u t u a l l y r e i n f o r c i n g . She opens u p 
a theoret ica l d i s c u s s i o n of h o w f e m i n i s m c a n 
j o i n forces w i t h the e c o l o g y m o v e m e n t , f o r g i n g 
a n ' e c o f e m i n i s m . ' E c o f e m i n i s m h o l d s that the 
s t a r t i n g p o i n t f o r a n a l ternat ive c u l t u r e a n d 
p o l i t i c s is the w o m a n - n a t u r e l i n k . F o r K i n g , 
e c o f e m i n i s m c a n offer us a w a y o u t of the c u r r e n t 
l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g trajectory of t e c h n o l o g y . K e l l e r ' s 

ar t i c le o n w o m e n , science a n d p o p u l a r m y t h o l ­
o g y ends this sect ion. T h e representat ion of 
w o m e n i n U . S . science has a c t u a l l y d e c l i n e d 
s ince 1920, K e l l e r d o c u m e n t s , l a rge ly because of 
a var ie ty of c u l t u r a l factors w h i c h a l i ena te 
w o m e n f r o m these d i s c i p l i n e s . M o r e s p e c i f i c a l l y , 
science overvalues w h a t c u l t u r e defines as ' m a s ­
c u l i n e ' w h i l e d e v a l u i n g ' f e m i n i n e ' at tr ibutes . 
K e l l e r ' s case s tudy of b i o l o g i s t B a r b a r a M c C l i n -
tock c lear ly presents a n a l ternat ive to the m a l e 
a p p r o a c h to science. O n e c a n see that a m o r e 
sensit ive a n d n u r t u r a n t o r i e n t a t i o n to n a t u r e 
w o u l d p r e v a i l i f science was less g e n d e r - b o u n d . 

T h e t h i r d sect ion of the b o o k presents f e m i n i s t 
v i e w s o n the d e v e l o p m e n t , a p p l i c a t i o n a n d 
f u t u r e d i r e c t i o n of t e c h n o l o g y . C o r l a n n G e e 
B u s h argues that p u b l i c p o l i c y has u n f o r t u ­
nate ly e m p h a s i z e d t e c h n o l o g y as ei ther t o o l , 
threat or t r i u m p h . W e m u s t therefore " u n t h i n k 
the p o w e r d y n a m i c s of t e c h n o l o g i c a l d e c i s i o n 
m a k i n g . " O b v i o u s l y the s o c i a l context i n w h i c h 
t e c h n o l o g y is devised a n d p u t to use w i l l a l s o 
have to be t r a n s f o r m e d before we c a n use it to 
solve basic h u m a n p r o b l e m s . A prerequis i te for 
th is strategy is a better awareness a m o n g w o m e n 
of the e g a l i t a r i a n p o t e n t i a l of t e c h n o l o g y . T h i s 
agenda becomes a l l the m o r e urgent i n l i g h t o f 
G e a r h a r t ' s a r g u m e n t s i n the f o l l o w i n g chapter . 
She ident i f ies f o u r a x i o m s of science a n d tech­
n o l o g y w h i c h threaten p l a n e t a r y s u r v i v a l : the 
b igger the better; i f it 's p o s s i b l e it m u s t be d o n e ; 
i f it benefits ' m a n k i n d ' it must be done ; a n d scien­
t i f i c k n o w l e d g e makes r i g h t . O n e area of sc ien­
t i f i c d e v e l o p m e n t o f v i t a l c o n c e r n to w o m e n is 
r e p r o d u c t i v e technolog ies . J a l n a H a n m e r ' s a r t i ­
c le o n this t o p i c cons iders the e t h i c a l a n d m o r a l 
q u e s t i o n s techniques s u c h as a r t i f i c i a l i n s e m i n a ­
t i o n , c l o n i n g a n d sex d e t e r m i n a t i o n raise. E v e n 
m o r e a l a r m i n g is the i n c r e a s i n g c o n t r o l over 
w o m e n ' s bodies by the m e d i c a l p r o f e s s i o n — a 
t rend w h i c h c a n o n l y be reversed i f w o m e n 
d e m a n d less a l i e n a t i n g uses for r e p r o d u c t i v e 
t e c h n o l o g i e s . T h e f i n a l ar t i c le by P a t r o c i n i o 
S c h w e i c k a r t , takes the reader i n t o the specula t ive 
r e a l m . H e r review of f o u r recent f e m i n i s t u to-



p i a n novels u n d e r l i n e s one of the r e c u r r i n g 
themes i n the v o l u m e : that the d o m i n a t i o n of 
na ture a n d the d o m i n a t i o n of w o m e n are c lose ly 
i n t e r t w i n e d . F e m i n i s t U t o p i a s thus p a i n t a h o p e ­
f u l v i s i o n of the fu ture f o u n d e d o n the l i b e r a t i n g 
values of f e m i n i s m a n d a respect for o u r o r g a n i c 
ties w i t h nature . 

Machina Ex Dea cer ta in ly l ives u p to its p r o m ­
ise to offer a n i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y e x p l o r a t i o n of 
the r e l a t i o n s h i p of w o m e n to t e c h n o l o g y . W h a t 
u l t i m a t e l y emerges is a w h o l i s t i c , f e m i n i s t pers­
pect ive b r i m m i n g w i t h fresh i n s i g h t s a b o u t 
w o m e n as p r o d u c e r s , c o n s u m e r s , a n d v i c t i m s of 
t e c h n o l o g y . R o t h s c h i l d ' s c o n c l u s i o n w r a p s a l l 
the essays u p i n t o a neat t h e m a t i c p a c k a g e . 
W h i l e e m p h a s i z i n g that there is n o " p a r t y l i n e " 
o n ei ther f e m i n i s m or t e c h n o l o g y , she a l so 
stresses that a l l c o n t r i b u t i n g a u t h o r s are u n i t e d 
i n c h a l l e n g i n g a n d c h a n g i n g the m a l e bias i n 
t e c h n o l o g y studies. R o t h s c h i l d then m a p s o u t 
future d i r e c t i o n s for f e m i n i s t research i n this 
area. U n d o u b t e d l y the i m m e d i a t e concerns a b o u t 
the i m p a c t of t e c h n o l o g y o n w o m e n ' s w o r k w i l l 
receive the greatest a t t e n t i o n . B u t R o t h s c h i l d ' s 
c a l l for m o r e research o n the subject ive side of 
the p r o b l e m — h o w w o m e n a c t u a l l y exper ience 
a n d feel a b o u t t e c h n o l o g y i n their l ives a n d 
w o r k — s e e m s espec ia l ly centra l to a n y p r o g r a m 
of change . B y e n d i n g w i t h a research a g e n d a 
R o t h s c h i l d c o n f i r m s the s c h o l a r l y bent of the 
b o o k , despite earl ier remarks a b o u t s e e k i n g a 
b r o a d r e a d e r s h i p . T h e b o o k is h i g h l y a p p r o p ­
riate for u n d e r g r a d u a t e or graduate courses i n 
w o m e n ' s studies , espec ia l ly w o m e n ' s h i s t o r y . 
Ye t the w e a l t h of i n f o r m a t i o n a n d ideas p a c k e d 
i n t o these pages s h o u l d be c o m m u n i c a t e d to a 
w i d e r a u d i e n c e . A s R o t h s c h i l d p o i n t s o u t i n her 
i n t r o d u c t i o n , t h r o u g h a better u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
t e c h n o l o g y f r o m a f e m i n i s t perspect ive , w o m e n 
c a n b e g i n to c o n t r o l i t . Machina Ex Dea repres­
ents a step i n this d i r e c t i o n . 

G r a h a m S. L o w e 
U n i v e r s i t y of A l b e r t a 

Dual Career Couples. E d i t e d by F r a n P e p i t o n e -
R o c k w e l l . Beverly-Hills, California: Sage Pub­
lications, 1980. Pp. 294. 

Based o n the p r e m i s e that as m o r e w o m e n 
g a i n access to h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n they w i l l thereby 
increase their chances for e m p l o y m e n t advances , 
this b o o k v iews the dual -career c o u p l e as a n e w 
e m e r g i n g f a m i l y f o r m . A n i n c r e a s i n g n u m b e r of 
A m e r i c a n wives are o p t i n g for c o m m i t t e d "car ­
eers," as o p p o s e d to " j o b s " to earn m o n e y . T h e 
dual -career c o u p l e i m p l i e s e q u i t y between h u s ­
b a n d a n d w i f e , w h i c h is m o r e i n tune w i t h the 
i d e o l o g i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c changes of the 1970's 
a n d 1980's t h a n the " t w o - p e r s o n career c o u p l e , " 
w i t h the w i f e - h o m e m a k e r s u p p o r t i n g her h u s ­
band 's career. 

T h e b o o k is d i v i d e d i n t o three m a j o r sections, 
w i t h a n i n t r o d u c t i o n a n d a n e p i l o g u e w r i t t e n by 
the ed i tor . T h e first sec t ion deals w i t h a rev iew of 
ear l ier studies o n dual -career f a m i l i e s , soc ia l a n d 
p o l i t i c a l factors i n f l u e n c i n g the increase i n t w o -
career f a m i l i e s , a n d s o c i a l i z a t i o n factors i n the 
i n t e l l e c t u a l d e v e l o p m e n t o f w o m e n . W h i l e the 
r e v i e w of the l i t e ra ture is e x c r u c i a t i n g l y t h o ­
r o u g h , d e a l i n g w i t h " three g e n e r a t i o n s " of d u a l -
career research, the ar t i c le c o n n e c t i n g the A m e r ­
i c a n c i v i l r i g h t s m o v e m e n t w i t h the w o m e n ' s 
m o v e m e n t is too br ie f a n d o n l y touches o n d u a l -
career c o u p l e s . T h e a s s u m p t i o n that the c i v i l 
r i g h t s a n d w o m e n ' s m o v e m e n t s have increased 
w o m e n ' s desire to have careers was underdeve­
l o p e d o n the f o u r shor t pages devoted to this 
t o p i c . T h e chapter o n the i n t e l l e c t u a l d e v e l o p ­
m e n t of w o m e n s h o u l d have been better edi ted to 
fit i n w i t h the theme of the b o o k . A s a r e p r i n t 
f r o m a n o t h e r v o l u m e , i t refers to ear l ier chapters 
of that b o o k , w h i c h is c o n f u s i n g . T h e r e is n o 
reason w h y i t c o u l d n o t have been ed i ted to be 
m o r e re levant to dual -career c o u p l e s a n d to 
m a k e it s o u n d l i k e i t b e l o n g s i n the P e p i t o n e -
R o c k w e l l c o l l e c t i o n . 

I n the second sec t ion , s i x art ic les discuss var­
i o u s aspects of m a r r i a g e a n d f a m i l y issues of 


