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Debutante

Summoning a daylong smile

like a princess at festival time

sashed with the name of home

in prim white

puffed sleeves, heels and all

I did not run

and even remembered

to say “‘excuse me’’ to the tourist lady
before I chained to the White House fence.

And at the police station
I was not the one

who climbed the cell bars
sang boisterously

or danced on the table.

I even remembered

to call the officer “‘sir”
when I was booked.

Momma would be proud.

Lenny Liane
Alexandria, Virginia



