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SAVED

you headed south

to the sharp neon and needles

of new orleans.

to that place where

you had more guns shoved in your face
than you can count and men
who relieved themselves in you
for old bills or

a slap in the face.

but you tell me that’s all

behind you now as we sit

on a duluth porch drinking cold pop
in the summer sun which is not
as hot as the one you are used to.
it’s all behind you and now

you are married

to a good christian man.

to a good christian man who
beats the shit out of you.

you don’t like that much but
you love the jesus part in him

so you stay because you say

it must be god’s will for you.

Ellie Schoenfeld
Duluth, Minnesota
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